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Welcome to our Spring 2006 Branch Update.  We want to thank everyone for making our new web-site such a success.  Please check back often because we are trying to provide updates on a regular basis.  We just added a Hot Topics tool bar that includes such is-sues as custody relin-quishment, transitions and early childhood.  Also, please make sure your information in our Resource Directory is ac-curate.  If you have com-ments or questions feel free to e-mail: soc@samhsa.hhs.gov.  Looking forward to seeing many of you in Orlando!!  Gary Blau    Diane Sondheimer             SummitSummitSummit   The Child, Adolescent and Family Branch, in conjunction with several na-tional associations and foundations, will sponsor The Building Bridges Summit in Omaha, Nebraska June 14-17, 2006.  This Summit is intended to create better partnerships between residential facilities, community based services, family and youth. Over 70 leaders from across the country, including youth and family leaders, will participate.  The goal is to create consensus about shared values, philosophies and services;  develop a joint policy statement regarding comprehensive services; identify best practices; and develop action steps for the future.   A particular thank you goes to the Casey Foundation and the Jim Casey Foundation for their willingness to support attendance by youth and families, and to the Uta Hallee Girls Vil-lage for serving as the hosts for the meeting. Information about Summit achievements will appear on our website and in future Branch Updates.   
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Systems of Care Work!  This was the core message delivered at the Capitol Hill briefing held on National Children's Mental Health Awareness Day, May 8, 2006. Attendance for the event, spon-sored by the National Mental Health Association (NMHA), the Fed-eration of Families for Children's Mental Health (FFCMH), the Na-tional Association of Social Workers (NASW) and the National Alli-ance on Mental Illness (NAMI) was near capacity. In addition to bipartisan congressional staff attendance, a broad spectrum of government and non-government agencies and organizations were represented at the event. Systems of care partners and SAMHSA leadership at every level were also in attendance.  Setting the stage for the 2005 national evaluation data that was released on Awareness Day, SAMHSA Administrator, Charles Curie told the audience, “The future of children’s mental health care holds great promise.  Programs that promote mental health and prevent mental health problems work.  Specifically, these pro-grams can have a significant positive impact on the mental health of children and youth and their families.”  These sentiments were echoed by youth speakers who provided personal examples of how systems of care improved their lives.   

National Children’s Mental Health Awareness 
Day 



Andy Hunt joins CAFB as the Pro-ject Officer working with Circles of Care and other Tribal Grants. By no means new to the government, Andy was with the Indian Health Service for 15 years. In 2003, Andy was hon-ored as the US Public Health Ser-vice (USPHS) Social Worker of the 
Year and was presented his award by the US Surgeon General.  He was the first Native American to receive the award.  Andy is an enrolled member of the Lumbee Tribe in North Carolina. Welcome Andy, we’re happy you’re here! 

This new tool offers a framework for families and providers to begin a conversation about how to support healthy social and emotional develop-ment in children and teens. http://www.gucchd.georgetown.edu  This Self Assessment and Planning Guide is a new tool to assist states, terri-tories and communi-ties map current fi-nancing sources and plan financing strate-gies to support ex-panded services.   http://rtckids.fmhi.usf.edu  http://gucchd.georgetown.edu/file 
             2006 National Training Institute              2006 National Training Institute Orlando, FL July 12Orlando, FL July 12--15, 200615, 2006 The National Training Institute is the premier na-tional training on building systems of care.  It pro-vides in-depth, practical information on how to de-velop, operate, and sustain comprehensive commu-nity-based service delivery systems.  Best practices in communities all around the country are featured through three-hour institutes, one and one-half hour workshops and poster sessions.  This year’s theme focuses on service delivery approaches that are fam-ily driven, youth guided, and individualized, espe-cially evidence-based or promising practices that demonstrate positive outcomes for children and their families.  

National Technical AssistanceNational Technical Assistance  New Downloadable ResourcesNew Downloadable Resources  

          Who’s the New Guy?Who’s the New Guy?  

 2006 TA Partnership Regional Meeting Update  With the recent budget cuts, the Technical Assistance (TA) Partner-ship’s theme for this year’s regional meetings is particularly timely.  “Building and Maintaining Collaborations through Strategic Finance Planning” stresses the importance of sustainability.  Regardless of the region, the message remains the same: 1) Develop state and/or local financing strategic plans to sustain systems of care; 2) De-velop and enhance innovative collaborative partnerships with state and community stakeholders that maximize funding resources and 3) Provide opportunities for peer-to-peer support and targeted technical assistance to meet program requirements. The meetings consist of workshops, plenary sessions, facilitated community planning time, youth track activities, learning communi-ties (affinity groups), content cafés, and targeted technical assis-tance sessions.  Participants have consistently indicated their satis-faction with the opportunities to work in small groups with their peers and with the meeting’s content and structure.  The TA Part-nership will be hosting the final regional meeting in Buffalo, New York from September 12-15 and will include participants from com-munities in Region I and Region II. 

The Council on Collaboration and Coordination (CCC) provides guidance and direction to the Child, Adolescent and Family Branch (CAFB).  The mission of the CCC is to help CAFB funded communities envision and implement com-prehensive systems of care for children, youth and families. The key is having all partners at the table working together and communicating!  The CCC in-cludes CAFB contracted technical assistance providers, site and family repre-sentatives.  There are 21 members (10 TA Members and 11 Funded Commu-nity Members).  CCC work groups have created products, such as the Trans-formation Report, have assisted in expanding youth guided services and have facilitated the development of the new CQI Progress Report.  To learn more go to www.systemsofcare.samhsa.gov and click on CCC!! 
What is the Council on Collaboration and Coordination? 


